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(57) ABSTRACT

When the user enters a request for moving a viewpoint,
whether or not a displayed area is encompassed in a link area
that is set for an active image is kept monitored. When the
displayed area is encompassed, a corresponding link is deter-
mined to be valid, and an image of a link destination mapped
to the link area is displayed. Whether or not the displayed area
moves outside of a link area set for an image of a link origin
is further monitored. If even a part of the displayed area
moves outside of the link area, a corresponding link is deter-
mined to be invalid, and the display is switched back to the
image of the link origin. If none of the above-stated condi-
tions applies, the initial image continues to be displayed while
moving the displayed area according to the movement of the
viewpoint within the active image.

14 Claims, 12 Drawing Sheets
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IMAGE PROCESSING DEVICE FOR
DISPLAYING CONTENT, CONTENT
CREATION DEVICE, AND IMAGE
PROCESSING METHOD

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an image processing tech-
nology for receiving a viewpoint movement for a display
image.

2. Description of the Related Art

Home entertainment systems are proposed that are capable
of reproducing moving images as well as running game pro-
grams. In the home entertainment systems, a generates three-
dimensional images using polygons (see, e.g., U.S. Pat. No.
6,563,999).

In addition to three-dimensional images of games, etc., it
has become easy to acquire textual information and image
information of various types of content such as web page
images, books, magazines, newspapers, advertisements, etc.,
with the growing use of networks. Regardless of the size of a
device such as a personal computer, a mobile terminal, or the
like, viewing of high-quality images has become possible,
and image processing technologies have become essential in
everyday life.

As image processing technologies become familiar, there
caused a tendency toward the complication of images dis-
played as content and further more the structure of informa-
tion shown by the images and toward the expansion of a data
size. Under such a situation, it is possible that content
becomes difficult to access information desired by the user
and that it takes time to create and/or revising content. There-
fore, it is desired to achieve content that allows for efficient
access to desired information regardless of the contents.

3. Related Art List
U.S. Pat. No. 6,563,999

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In this background, a purpose of the present invention is to
provide a technology for creating and displaying content that
allows for efficient access to desired information.

MEANS TO SOLVE THE PROBLEM

One embodiment of the present invention relates to an
image processing device. The image processing device is an
image processing device to display an image with moving a
displayed area in the image according to user operation and
comprises: a content memory unit configured to store data of
aplurality of images to be displayed and a link setting file that
is respectively set for each image to achieve a link function of
switching display of a single image being displayed to
another image when an inclusion relationship between the
displayed area and a specific link area satisfies a predeter-
mined requirement, the link setting file describing informa-
tion regarding the link area and identification information of
a link destination image; a link processing unit configured to
determine whether or not an inclusion relationship with a link
area set for a current image being displayed satisfies the
predetermined requirement by a movement of the displayed
area in the current image; and a display image processing unit
configured to switch an image to be displayed to the link
destination image by performing a rendering process of ren-
dering image data of the link destination image based on the
identification information of the link destination image when

40

45
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it is determined by the link processing unit that the predeter-
mined requirement has been satisfied, wherein the link pro-
cessing unit further continues to monitor an inclusion rela-
tionship between a link area that is set for an image displayed
before a switching to the image being displayed and the
displayed area in the image being displayed to determine
whether or not the inclusion relationship no longer satisfies
the predetermined requirement, and wherein the display
image processing unit further switches the image to be dis-
played back to the image displayed before the switching
when the link processing unit determines that the predeter-
mined requirement is no longer satisfied.

Another embodiment of the present invention relates to a
content creation device. The content creation device com-
prises: an image data generation unit configured to generate a
plurality of items of image data; a link adjustment unit con-
figured to adjust and set a specific link area for each image to
achieve a link function of switching display of a single image
being displayed to another image, in an image processing
device for display an image with moving a displayed area in
the image according to user operation when the displayed
area is encompassed in the specific link area, such that an area
in which a link area that is set to a first image and that links to
a second image and a link area that is set to the second image
and that links to the first image overlap with each other is set
to be a size that does not allow the displayed area to be
encompassed, while the first image and the second image are
arranged one after the other in a virtual sequence of images
expressed by a link; and a content file output unit configured
to output a content file that maps the image data to a link
setting file in which information regarding the link area and
identification information of a link destination image are
described.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention relates to
an image processing method. This image processing method
is an image processing method to display an image with
moving a displayed area in the image according to user opera-
tion and comprises: reading out, from a memory device, a
content file that maps data of a plurality of images to be
displayed to a link setting file that is set for each image to
achieve a link function of switching display of a single image
being displayed to another image when an inclusion relation-
ship between the displayed area and a specific link area sat-
isfles a predetermined requirement, the link setting file
describing information regarding the link area and identifica-
tion information of a link destination image; switching, when
an inclusion relationship with a link area set for a current
image being displayed satisfies the predetermined require-
ment by a movement of the displayed area in the current
image, an image to be displayed to a link destination image by
performing a rendering process of rendering image data of the
link destination image based on the identification information
of the link destination image; and continuing to monitor an
inclusion relationship between a link area that is set for an
image displayed before a switching to the image being dis-
played and the displayed area in the image being displayed
and switching back to the image displayed before the switch-
ing when the inclusion relationship no longer satisfies the
predetermined requirement.

Yet another embodiment of the present invention relates to
a data structure for a content file. The data structure is a data
structure for a content file processed in an image processing
device to display an image with moving a displayed area in
the image according to user operation, the data structure
mapping the following to each other: data of a plurality of
images to be displayed; and a link setting file describing a link
area and identification information of a link destination
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image, the link area: being a specific link area set for each
image to achieve a link function of switching display of a
single image being displayed to another image when the
displayed area is encompassed in the specific link area; and
being set such that an area in which a link area that is set to a
firstimage and that links to a second image and a link area that
is set to the second image and that links to the first image
overlap with each other is set to be a size that does not allow
the displayed area to be encompassed, while the first image
and the second image are arranged one after the other in a
virtual sequence of images expressed by a link.

Optional combinations of the aforementioned constituting
elements, and implementations of the invention in the form of
methods, apparatuses, systems, computer programs, and
recording media recording computer programs may also be
practiced as additional modes of the present invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Embodiments will now be described by way of examples
only, with reference to the accompanying drawings which are
meant to be exemplary, not limiting, and wherein like ele-
ments are numbered alike in several Figures in which:

FIG. 1is adiagram illustrating an environment in which an
image processing system that can be applied in the embodi-
ment is used;

FIG. 2 is adiagram illustrating the exterior configuration of
an input device applicable to the image processing system
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a diagram illustrating the configuration of an
image processing device in the present embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a conceptual diagram of the hierarchical structure
of image data that can be used in the present embodiment;

FIG. 5 is a diagram illustrating an example of setting a link
for an image that constitutes content in the present embodi-
ment;

FIG. 6 is a diagram illustrating a detailed configuration of
a control unit having a function of displaying an image of
content in the present embodiment;

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating an example of setting a link
area for an image showing information without hierarchy in
the present embodiment;

FIG. 8 is a diagram illustrating a detailed configuration of
a link processing unit in the present embodiment;

FIG. 9 is a diagram for explaining a rule for setting a link in
the present embodiment;

FIG. 10 is a diagram in which a rule for an overlap width of
alink area that is set in the present embodiment is generalized
regardless of the direction of viewpoint movement;

FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrating a processing procedure
for displaying an image for which a link is set in the present
embodiment; and

FIG. 12 is a diagram illustrating a detailed configuration of
a control unit of an image processing device having a function
of creating content that displays an image for which a link is
set in the present embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

The invention will now be described by reference to the
preferred embodiments. This does not intend to limit the
scope of the present invention, but to exemplify the invention.

In the present embodiment, content that displays visual
information such as books, newspapers, magazines, game
images, menu display images, web page images, maps, pho-
tos, paintings, advertisements, etc., is to be processed. A
display purpose thereofand a function that is achieved in later
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paragraphs are nonrestrictive. FIG. 1 illustrates an environ-
ment in which an image processing system that can be applied
in the present embodiment is used. An image processing
system 1 comprises an image processing device 10 for
executing software for image processing and a display device
12 for outputting a result of processing by the image process-
ing device 10. The display device 12 may be a television set
that has a display for outputting an image and a speaker for
outputting sound.

The display device 12 may be connected to the image
processing device 10 via a wired cable or connected wire-
lessly via a wireless LAN (Local Area Network) or the like.
The image processing device 10 in the image processing
system 1 may be connected to an external network such as the
Internet by a cable 14 so as to download and acquire a content
file. The image processing device 10 may be connected to an
external network via wireless communication.

The image processing device 10 may be, e.g., a game
device or a personal computer, and an image processing func-
tion may be achieved by loading an application program for
image processing. The image processing device 10 enlarges/
reduces an image displayed on a display of the display device
12 or scrolls the image upward, downward, leftward, or right-
ward, in accordance with a request for moving a viewpoint
from the user. Hereinafter, such a process of changing a
displayed area including enlargement/reduction is referred to
as “the movement of a displayed area”. When the user oper-
ates an input device while viewing an image displayed on the
display, the input device transmits, to the image processing
device 10, information that has been input.

FIG. 2 illustrates an example of the exterior configuration
of an input device 20. The input device 20 is provided with
directional keys 21, analog sticks 27a and 275, and four types
of operation buttons 26 as operation means that can be oper-
ated by the user. The four types of buttons 26 comprise a circle
button 22, a cross button 23, a square button 24, and a triangle
button 25.

The operation means of the input device 20 in the image
processing system 1 is assigned a function of entering a
request for enlarging/reducing a display image and a function
of entering a request for scrolling upward, downward, left-
ward, or rightward. For example, the function of entering a
request for enlarging/reducing a display image may be
assigned to the right analog stick 275b. The user can input a
request for reducing a display image by pulling the analog
stick 275 toward the user and input a request for enlarging the
display image by pushing the analog stick 275 away from the
user.

The function of entering a request for scrolling is assigned
to the directional keys 21. By pressing the directional keys 21,
the user can enter a request for scrolling in the direction in
which the directional keys 21 are pressed. The function of
entering a request for moving a displayed area may be
assigned to an alternative operation means. For example, the
function of entering a request for scrolling may be assigned to
the analog stick 274. Keys for instructing start/termination of
image display, for moving a cursor on an image being dis-
played, or for entering an undo operation are appropriately
assigned. The input device 20 may be a commonly-used input
device such as a mouse, a keyboard, and a touch panel or a
combination of those.

The input device 20 has a function of transmitting to the
image processing device 10 a signal requesting to move a
displayed area that has been input. In the present embodi-
ment, the input device 20 is configured such that the input
device 20 is capable of communicating wirelessly with the
image processing device 10. The input device 20 and the
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image processing device 10 may establish a wireless connec-
tion using Bluetooth (registered trademark) protocol or IEEE
802.11 protocol. The input device 20 may be connected to the
image processing device 10 via a cable so as to transmit an
input signal to the image processing device 10.

FIG. 3 illustrates the configuration of the image processing
device 10. The image processing device 10 comprises an air
interface 40, a switch 42, a display processing unit 44, a hard
disk drive 50, a recording medium loader unit 52, a disk drive
54, a main memory 60, a buffer memory 70, and a control unit
100. The display processing unit 44 is provided with a frame
memory for buffering data to be displayed on the display of
the display device 12.

The switch 42 is an Ethernet switch (Ethernet is a regis-
tered trademark) and a device connected to an external device
by wire or wirelessly so as to transmit and receive data. The
switch 42 is connected to an external network via the cable 14
so as to receive a content file and the like from a content
server. The switch 42 is connected to the air interface 40. The
air interface 40 is connected to the input device 20 using a
predefined wireless communication protocol. The signal
entered by the user in the input device 20 is provided to the
control unit 100 via the air interface 40 and the switch 42.

The hard disk drive 50 functions as a memory device for
storing data. The content file may be stored in the hard disk
drive 50. When a removable recording medium such as a
memory card is mounted, the recording medium loader unit
52 reads data from the removable recording medium. When a
read-only ROM disk is mounted, the disk drive 54 drives and
recognizes the ROM disk so as to read data. The ROM disk
may be an optical disk or a magneto-optical disk. The content
file may be stored in the recording medium.

The control unit 100 is provided with a multicore CPU.
One general-purpose processor core and a plurality of simple
processor cores are provided in a single CPU. The general-
purpose processor core is referred to as a power processing
unit (PPU), and the other processor cores are referred to as
synergistic-processing units (SPU). The control unit 100 may
be further provided with a graphics processing unit (GPU).

The control unit 100 is provided with a memory controller
connected to the main memory 60 and the bufter memory 70.
The PPU is provided with a register and a main processor as
an entity of calculation execution. The PPU efficiently allo-
cates to the respective SPUs tasks as basic units of processing
in applications to be executed. The PPU may execute a task by
itself. The SPU is provided with a register, a subprocessor as
an entity of calculation execution, and a local memory as a
local memory area. The local memory may be used as the
buffer memory 70.

The main memory 60 and the buffer memory 70 are
memory devices and are formed as random access memories
(RAM). The SPU is provided with a dedicated direct memory
access (DMA) controller and is capable of high-speed data
transfer between the main memory 60 and the buffer memory
70. High-speed data transfer is also achieved between the
frame memory in the display processing unit 44 and the buffer
memory 70. The control unit 100 according to the present
embodiment realizes a high speed image processing function
by allowing a plurality of SPU’s to operate in parallel. The
display processing unit 44 is connected to the display device
12 and outputs a result of image processing in accordance
with user request.

The image processing device 10 according to the present
embodiment loads a part of image data from the hard disk
drive 50 into the main memory 60 in advance in order to
smoothly perform a process of moving a displayed area of an
image to be displayed as content. Further, the image process-
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6

ing device 10 decodes a part of the image data loaded into the
main memory 60 and store the decoded image data in the
buffer memory 70 in advance. This allows for an immediate
switch of an image to be used for rendering the display image
at a following timing as necessary.

The data structure of an image to be displayed in the
present embodiment is not particularly limited. Here, an
explanation is given of an example where hierarchical image
data having a hierarchical structure is used in order to allow
for more efficient display of high-definition images. Hierar-
chical image data is image data comprising images of differ-
ent resolutions generated by reducing the size of an original
image in a plurality of stages. An image in each layer is
divided into one or a plurality of tile images. For example, the
image with the lowest resolution comprises one tile image.
The original image with the highest resolution comprises the
largest number of tile images.

Images are displayed such that an enlarged view or reduced
view is presented quickly by switching a tile image being
used for rendering to a tile image of a different layer when the
display image reaches a predetermined resolution. Hereinaf-
ter, image data having such a hierarchical structure will be
referred to as “hierarchical data”. FIG. 4 illustrates a concep-
tual diagram of the structure of hierarchical data. The hierar-
chical data has ahierarchical structure comprising a O-th layer
30, a first layer 32, a second layer 34, and a third layer 36 in
the direction of depth (Z axis). While the figure only shows
four layers, the number of layers is nonrestrictive.

The hierarchical data shown in FIG. 4 has a quadtree hier-
archical structure. Each layer comprises one or more tile
images 38. All of the tile images 38 are formed to have the
same size having the same number of pixels and have, for
example, 256x256 pixels. The image data in the respective
layers are representations of an image in different resolution.
The original image in the third layer 36 having the highest
resolution is reduced in a plurality of stages to generate the
image data for the second layer 34, the first layer 32, and the
0-th layer 30. For example, the resolution in an N-th layer (N
is an integer equal to or greater than 0) may be V2 the resolu-
tion of the (N+1)-th layer in both the horizontal (X axis)
direction and the vertical (Y axis) direction.

In the image processing device 10, the hierarchical data is
compressed in a predefined compression format and is stored
in a memory device such as the hard disk drive 50. The
hierarchical data is then read from the memory device and
decoded before being displayed on the display device 12. The
image processing device 10 according to the present embodi-
ment is provided with a decoding function compatible with a
plurality of compression formats. For example, the image
processing device is capable of decoding compressed data in
the S3TC format, JPEG format, and JPEG2000 format.

As shown in FIG. 4, the hierarchical structure of the hier-
archical data is configured such that the horizontal direction is
defined along the X axis, the vertical direction is defined
along the Y axis, and the depth direction is defined along the
Z axis, thereby building a virtual three-dimensional space.
The image processing device 10 derives the amount of change
in the displayed area by referring to a signal requesting to
move the viewpoint, the signal being supplied from the input
device 20. Then the image processing device 10 uses the
amount of change to derive the coordinates at the four corners
of'a displayed area (frame coordinates) in the virtual space.

Frame coordinates in the virtual space are used, e.g., forthe
determination of a link that is described later, for the loading
of compressed data into the main memory, or for a process of
rendering a display image. Instead of the frame coordinates in
the virtual space, the image processing device 10 may derive
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information identifying a layer and the texture coordinates
(UV coordinates) in the layer. Hereinafter, the combination of
the information identifying a layer and the texture coordi-
nates will also be referred to as frame coordinates. As
described above, data of an image to be displayed in the
present embodiment may not have a hierarchical structure.
Alternatively, only a part of a plurality of items of image data
that constitute content may be hierarchical data. Hereinafter,
an explanation is given while also including hierarchical data
as “image data”.

The image processing device 10 according to the present
embodiment has a function of switching, when a displayed
area moved according to a user request for moving a view-
point is included in a given area set in an image being dis-
played, display to another image that has been mapped to the
area in advance. Hereinafter, switching between images will
be referred to as “link”, and an area that has been set and as a
trigger of a link will be referred to as a “link area”.

FIG. 5 illustrates an example of setting a link for an image
that constitutes content. In the figure, Content 154 shows, for
example, an electronic book having a cover, a contents page,
and text pages and is constituted by a cover image 156, a
contents image 160, and text images 164 that respectively
correspond to the pages. The text images 164 are set to
include separate images 1664, 1665, 166¢, . . . , and 166% for
respective pages of the book. If there are a plurality of pages
for the contents image 160, the contents image 160 may also
be constituted by a plurality of images that correspond to the
respective pages.

Hereinafter, separate images thus configured will be
referred to as “page images”. Alternatively, respective images
may be made in any predetermined unit, such as a unit of a
chapter, an article, an item, instead of a unit of a page, accord-
ing to what the content shows. As described above, each
image may be of hierarchical data, may be an image of a
single resolution, or may be different for each page depending
on the range of resolutions required for display.

First, a link area 158 is set such that the link area 158
surrounds a title, “Operation Manual”, displayed in the cover
image 156, and a link destination thereof is set to be the
contents image 160. In this case, a viewpoint moves closer to
an area near the title during the display of the cover image
156, and when a displayed area is encompassed by the link
area 158, a display target is changed from the cover image 156
to the contents image 160, which is the link destination.

Similarly, link areas 162a, 1625, . . . are set such that the
link areas surround respective items of the contents such as an
item “1. AAA”, an item ‘2. BBB”, . . . shown in the contents
image 160, and respective link destinations thereof are set to
be respective corresponding page images included in the text
images 164. When a displayed area is encompassed in the link
area 162a of the item “1. AAA”, adisplay target is changed to
apage image 166a, which corresponds to the item. Similarly,
when the displayed area is encompassed in the link area 1626
of'the item “2. BBB”, the display target is changed to a page
image 166¢, which corresponds to the item.

For each of page images 166a,1665,166¢, . . . 1667, a link
for a previous page and a link for a subsequent page are also
set. In this case, a link area is set to be a predetermined area
that includes an area outside a page image. For example, for
the page image 1665, a link area 168a linking to the previous
page image 1664 is set on the left side, and a link area 1685
linking to the subsequent page image 166¢ is set on the right
side as shown in the figure. As shown in the figure, a part of a
link area may be included inside the page image 1665 subject
to setting. Alternatively, a part of a link area may not be
included inside the page image 1665.
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By setting respective link areas for all the pages images
166a, 1665, 166c, . . . 166n at respective positions thus
described, a subsequent page will be displayed when a dis-
played area moves to the right, and a previous page will be
displayed when the displayed area moves to the left. As a
result, images can be perceived as if the images are arranged
from the left to the right in order of pages. In an example
shown in the figure, an order employed is an order for switch-
ing pages based on a natural viewpoint movement for books
or the like for which reading is proceeded from the left to the
right. However, in the case where it is more natural to read
from the right to the left for reasons of languages or produc-
tion effects, the order of link destination pages is reversed.
Alternatively, link areas may be set on the top and on the
bottom of an image. Further, by setting link areas on the left,
on the right, on the top, and on the bottom, a two-dimensional
array of images can be produced. A description will follow
regarding a detailed rule for setting a link area.

By employing such a configuration, display images such as
a cover, contents, text of each item can be seamlessly
switched only by viewpoint movement. As a result, direct
access to an item the user wishes to read can be possible by an
intuitive and easy operation. By separating the text image into
separate items of image data in predetermined units such as
pages, the management of image data becomes easier com-
pared to a case where the text image is treated as a single item
of' image data that enumerates all the pages. Thus, processes
necessary for image display can be performed similarly
regardless of the number of the pages.

In a case where required resolutions vary depending on a
page, e.g., in a case of a book that contains both pages with
photos and pictures and pages containing text only, dividing
data of a text image in advance allows resolutions to be
changed for each division unit or allows the data to be hier-
archical data for some of division units. With this, content
display with variations can be achieved without increasing
the data size. For example, sufficient amount of data is pre-
pared for a page desired to have a wide range of resolutions
while minimizing the data size for a page that does not require
a high-resolution image. Further, editing and revising tasks
such as changing a part of the contents and replacing, adding,
or deleting a page can be performed in units of images. As a
result, only a minimum amount is necessary for a process that
requires a high load such as rasterizing vector data of a book
into image data. Thus, the workload can be reduced.

FIG. 6 illustrates a detailed configuration of a control unit
100a having a function of displaying an image of content such
as the one described above in the present embodiment. The
control unit 100a comprises an input information acquisition
unit 102 for acquiring information entered by the user via the
input device 20, a frame coordinate determination unit 110
for determining the frame coordinates of an area to be newly
displayed, a link processing unit 116 for determining whether
or not a switching of an image to be displayed is necessary
based on a link setting, and a loading unit 108 for loading
necessary compressed image data from the hard disk drive 50.
The control unit 1004 further comprises a decoding unit 112
for decoding compressed image data and a display image
processing unit 114 for rendering an image frame.

In FIG. 6 and FIGS. 8 and 12 referred to later, the elements
shown in functional blocks that indicate a variety of processes
are implemented in hardware by any CPU (Central Process-
ing Unit), memory, or other L.SI’s, and in software by a
program loaded in memory, etc. As stated previously, the
control unit 100 has one PPU and a plurality of SPU’s, and
functional blocks can be formed by a PPU only, a SPU only,
or the cooperation of both. Therefore, it will be obvious to
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those skilled in the art that the functional blocks may be
implemented in a variety of manners by a combination of
hardware and software.

In the hard disk drive 50, a content file is stored first that has
a structure in which a plurality of items of image data 101 that
constitute content such as the cover image, the contents
image, and the page image shown in FIG. 5 are mapped to a
link setting file 118 that describes information regarding links
set for the image data 101. In the link setting file 118, the
frame coordinates of a link area set for each image and iden-
tification information of the destination image of the link, are
described in association with each other. Further, a part of an
area of the destination image of the link may be set as a link
destination area. The image data 101 and the link setting file
118 that is mapped to the image data 101 are loaded into the
main memory 60 at a timing as necessary.

The input information acquisition unit 102 acquires a
request entered by the user via the input device 20 to start/
terminate image display of content, move the viewpoint, etc.,
and notifies the frame coordinate determination unit 110 of
the request. The frame coordinate determination unit 110
determines the frame coordinates of a displayed area for a
subsequent time instant from the amount of movement that is
based on the frame coordinates of the current displayed area
and a request for moving the viewpoint entered by the user
and notifies the link processing unit 106 of the determined
frame coordinates. The “subsequent time instant” in this case
is, e.g., a time instant after a cycle for updating display that is
based on a frame rate.

The link processing unit 116 reads out the link setting file
118 that has been loaded into the main memory 60 and that
corresponds to the image data to be displayed and determines
whether or not the displayed area for the subsequent time
instant is encompassed in a link area. If the displayed area is
encompassed in the link area, the link processing unit 116
validates the link and acquires, from the link setting file 118,
identification information for link destination image data that
is set in association with the link area. The link processing
unit 116 notifies the loading unit 108, the decoding unit 112,
and the display image processing unit 144 of the acquired
information.

If an image that is currently subject to display is an image
switched by a link, the link processing unit 116 also deter-
mines whether or not the displayed area moves outside of a
link area that has been a trigger of the link of which destina-
tion is the image. If the displayed area moves outside of the
link area, the link processing unit 116 notifies the loading unit
108, the decoding unit 112, and the display image processing
unit 144 of a notification indicating that a display target is to
be switched back to an image of a link origin. Further, if none
of the above-stated conditions applies, the link processing
unit 116 notifies the loading unit 108, the decoding unit 112,
and the display image processing unit 144 of only the frame
coordinates of the diplayed area for the subsequent time
instant.

Based on information as notified from the link processing
unit 116, the loading unit 108 checks whether there is com-
pressed image data to be loaded into the main memory 60
from the hard disk drive 50 and loads the compressed image
data if necessary. The compressed image data to be newly
loaded is, e.g., image data 101 of a link destination used when
an image to be displayed is switched.

If the link destination image includes hierarchical data, the
loading unit 108 loads a tile image of a layer necessary for
displaying an image that is set to be an initial image in
advance, e.g., image data of a 0-th layer that has the lowest
resolution and that allows the entire image to be displayed all
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atonce. Inthe case of loading new image data 101, the loading
unit 108 also loads a link setting file 118 that is associated to
the image data 101.

Inthe case of loading image data in a unit of predetermined
blocks, such as a unit of tile images of hierarchical data, the
loading unit 108 loads, according to the movement of the
diplayed area, image data of surrounding blocks thereof
regardless of the necessity of image switching. Alternatively,
the loading unit 108 loads image data of a block predicted to
become necessary thereafter in accordance with a moving
path of the diplayed area obtained thus far. The loading unit
108 may load necessary image data at predetermined time
intervals in addition to a time when the user enters a request
for moving the viewpoint.

Based on the notification from the link processing unit 116,
the decoding unit 112 checks whether or not the image data
necessary for the diplayed area for the subsequent time
instant is included in decoded image data that is stored in the
buffer memory 70. If the image data is not included in the
decoded image data, the decoding unit 112 reads necessary
compressed image data from the main memory 60, decodes it,
and stores the decoded image data in the buffer memory 70.
By decoding data of a broad range of image including the
current diplayed area and storing the decoded image data in
the buffer memory 70 in advance, the diplayed area can be
moved smoothly. Also, by allowing data of an image of the
link origin that was displayed before the switching of the
current display image to be kept stored, a switching-back
process for a display image described later can be efficiently
achieved.

Based on the notification from the link processing unit 116,
the display image processing unit 114 reads image data nec-
essary for the diplayed area for the subsequent time instant
from the buffer memory 70 as necessary and renders the
image data in the frame memory of the display processing
unit 44. Also in the frame memory, by allowing an image of
the link origin that was displayed before the switching of the
display image to be kept remaining, a switching-back process
of switching back a display image described later can be
efficiently achieved.

Inthe case of an image with expressed information that has
a hierarchical structure such as the cover image 156, the
contents image 160, and the textimage 164 of the content 154
shown in FIG. 5, by setting as a link area an area that shows
information serving as a node of the hierarchical structure
such as a title described on a cover and each item of contents
in advance, desired information of a lower layer node can be
easily reached only by viewpoint movement. On the other
hand, by linking images having information without hierar-
chy such as the text images 164 in FIG. 5, the continuity of
pages can be expressed just like reading an actual book even
for separate images, in the present embodiment.

By allowing the pages to be freely moved back and forth
while keeping the continuity of the pages in this case, a
feeling more similar to reading an actual book can be offered
to the user. FIG. 7 illustrates an example of setting a link area
when such a mode is realized. In the figure, for the shaded
page image 168, a link area 170a and a link area 1705 are set
on the left and the right thereof, respectively.

A link area 170a on the left side sets a link to a page that is
one page before the page image 168 in a page sequence such
as the text images 164, and a link area 1705 on the right side
sets a link to a page that is one page after the page image 168.
When a diplayed area 172a displaying the page image 168 to
be displayed is moved to the left such that the entire diplayed
area 172a is encompassed in the link area 170a on the left
side, the corresponding link is determine to be valid, and the
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image to be displayed is switched. As a result, at least a part of
the page image that is one page before and that is a link
destination is displayed in a diplayed area 1725 at that time.

In contrast, when a diplayed area 1724 is moved to the right
such that the entire diplayed area 172a is encompassed in the
link area 1705 on the right side, the corresponding link is
determine to be valid, and the image to be displayed is
switched. As a result, at least a part of the page image that is
one page after and that is a link destination is displayed in a
diplayed area 172¢ at that time. The size of the diplayed areas
172a through 172¢ in the figure changes based on a distance
between a viewpoint and an image plane according to a view-
point operation by the user.

In the present embodiment, an area outside a page image to
be displayed is allowed to be included in a diplayed area, and
switching to a previous page or a subsequent page is per-
formed by such a movement as described. A background
image or the like that is prepared beforehand is used for a
surrounding area of a page image to be displayed. When the
switching of an image to be displayed is performed by the
movement of the diplayed area, the background image may
be displayed while hiding a page image that was previously a
display target or the page image may be kept displayed.
Hereinafter, an image of the display target is referred to as
“active image”.

If a bidirectional link area such as the one shown in FIG. 7
is set for all the page images, a similar linking process will be
necessarily performed every time an active image is switched.
Inthis case, even in a situation, for example, where user wants
to check some pages by moving previous and subsequent
page images back and forth many times, processes are gen-
erated such as acquiring identification information of an
image of a link destination and determining whether or not
data is being loaded and decoded, as when a page image
becomes an active image and is displayed for the first time.
However, itis easy to keep a page image, which was an active
image immediately before the switching, ready for immedi-
ate display even after the switching.

Therefore, in the present embodiment, the efficiency of
active image switching is improved by distinguishing a link-
ing process of linking to a new page image and a switching-
back process of switching back to an original page image
without changing an apparent operation of switching display
to a previous or subsequent page image by a viewpoint move-
ment. Therefore, the validity of a link set for a current active
image and the invalidity of a link set for an image that was an
active image before the current one are determined at the
same time.

FIG. 8 illustrates a detailed configuration of the link pro-
cessing unit 116 in this case. The link processing unit 116
comprises a link setting reading unit 120 for reading a link
setting file that is mapped to data of an active image, a link
setting memory unit 124 for storing the link setting file that
has been read, a link determination unit 122 for determining
the validity and invalidity of a link based on the frame coor-
dinates of a diplayed area, a display history memory unit 126
for storing a history for active image switching by a linking
process, and an undo processing unit 128 for undoing the
switching of an active image by a link.

The link setting reading unit 120 reads, at a time when
image display is started or when an active image is switched
by a link, a link setting file 118 mapped to image data 101 of
the active image from the main memory 60 and stores the link
setting file 118 in the link setting memory unit 124. The link
setting memory unit 124 stores at least information regarding
alink set for a current active image and information regarding
a link set for a previous active image.
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The link determination unit 122 reads a link area set for the
current active image from the link setting memory unit 124
and determines whether or not the link is valid by checking an
inclusion relationship between a diplayed area and the link
area every time the diplayed area moves. The frame coordi-
nates of the diplayed area are acquired from the frame coor-
dinate determination unit 110. If the diplayed area is encom-
passed in the link area and the link is determined to be valid,
the link determination unit 122 reads the identification infor-
mation of image data mapped to the link area from the link
setting memory unit 124 and notifies the loading unit 108, the
decoding unit 112, and the display image processing unit 144
of the identification information.

If an area, in the image data of a link destination, that is to
be initially displayed is further set in the link setting file, the
link determination unit 122 also notifies the loading unit 108,
the decoding unit 112, and the display image processing unit
144 of corresponding information. When the loading unit
108, the decoding unit 112, and the display image processing
unit 144 each perform a process of loading, decoding, and
rendering image data as necessary based on this notification,
an image of the link destination becomes an active image.

The link determination unit 122 further reads a link area set
for the previous active image, which is a link origin of the
current active image, from the link setting memory unit 124.
Then, by checking an inclusion relationship with the diplayed
area, the link determination unit 122 determines whether or
not a link used for the switching to the current active image is
to be invalidated. In other words, it is considered that a reason
for why the current active image is an active image is because
a link from the previous active image is valid.

By continuing to monitor the validity of the link even after
the switching of the active image, the link determination unit
122 determines whether or not the link is to be invalidated. If
the link is determined to be invalid, the link determination
unit 122 brings back the previous active image, which is the
link origin, as an image to be displayed. In this case, by saving
the data of the previous active image in the buffer memory 70,
aframe memory, or the like at all times, the link determination
unit 122 just need to notify only the display image processing
unit 114 of the data. By minimal processes such as rendering
the image in the frame memory by the display image process-
ing unit 114, or allowing an output image to be switched by
notifying the display processing unit 44 by the display image
processing unit 114, an active image can be switched back.

As described, the validity of a link set for a current active
image and the invalidity of a link set for the previous active
image are determined at the same time in the present embodi-
ment. By using this function, processes can be separated into
three patterns regarding a movement of a diplayed area: a
switching-back process of switching back to aprevious active
image; continuous display of an active image; and a linking
process of linking to a subsequent image from the active
image.

Ifthe link to a subsequent image is determined to be valid,
the link determination unit 122 accumulates and stores the
identification information of the subsequent image in the
display history memory unit 126. In other words, the display
history memory unit 126 stores the transition of active images
switched by the linking process as a history. When an undo
operation is entered by the user, the undo processing unit 128
acquires from the input information acquisition unit 102
information indicating that the operation has been entered by
the user. This input function is, for example, assigned in
advance to the cross button 23 of the input device 20 shown in
FIG. 2. Every time the cross button 23 is pressed, the undo
processing unit 128 reads identification information last
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recorded in the display history memory unit 126 and notifies
the loading unit 108, the decoding unit 112, and the display
image processing unit 144 of the identification information.

The identification information read from the display his-
tory memory unit 126 is to be deleted. When the loading unit
108, the decoding unit 112, and the display image processing
unit 144 each perform, as necessary, a process of loading,
decoding, and rendering image data having the identification
information as notified based on this notification, a corre-
sponding image becomes an active image. Such an undo
process is performed to undo display in larger units than the
units of a process of switching back to a previous active
image, which is described above, in the present embodiment.

As described above, since the process of switching back an
active image based on the determination of the invalidity of'a
link is different from the linking process, this is not stored in
a display history that records the transition of active images
switched by the linking process. For example, in the case
where a user checks contents by going back and forth between
a certain page and a subsequent page thereof repeatedly, if all
such a switching of the pages are performed by the linking
process and a history thereof is stored, it can be considered
that a memory area of the display history memory unit 126 is
occupied only by the information. Information regarding an
image displayed before such repeatedly switching will be lost
at this time. As a result, even when the user enters an undo
operation to return to a display image shown before the
repeatedly switching, there is a possibility that the same pages
are only moved back and forth, and an originally-desired
image may not be brought back.

In the present embodiment, even when a user operation is
the same, a linking process and a process of switching back an
active image are separated inside the device, and only a his-
tory of active images by the linking process is recorded in the
display history memory unit 126. Therefore, a process of
switching back and forth the same pages is not recorded as a
display history, and the unintended replay where the same
pages are switched back and forth will not be performed by an
undo operation while preventing necessary information
regarding previous display images from being lost.

As described above, a link area set for a current active
image and a link area set for the previous active image are
subjected to determinations at the same time in the present
embodiment. By employing such a configuration, even when
images including information that does not have a hierarchi-
cal structure is separated into a plurality of items of image
data as in the case of the text images 164 shown in FIG. 5,
display of content can be realized that can offer a feeling of
turning the pages of a book. In order to achieve this mode, a
proper setting of a link area in addition to a configuration of a
device described thus far is necessary.

FIG. 9 is a diagram for explaining a rule for setting a link.
In the figure, an upper row and a lower row show the same
virtual array of a plurality of page images 180a, 1805, 180c,
and 1804, and page images that are darker shaded are active
images. Page images other than the active images may be
hidden in practice. Alternatively, a page image of a link ori-
gin, i.e., the previous active image may remain displayed. To
switch an active image based on such a virtual array, a link
area linking to the previous page and a link area linking to the
subsequent page are set on the left side and the right side of
each image, respectively, as in FIG. 7.

For example, as shown in the upper row in the figure, a link
area 182a setting a link for the previous page image 180q is
set on the left side of the page image 1805, and a link area
1825 setting a link for the subsequent page image 180c is set
on the right side of the page image 1805. If a page image 1805
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is an active image, these link areas 1824 and 1824 are subject
to determination of link validity, and the necessity of the
switching of an active image is determined according to an
inclusion relationship with a diplayed area 184a.

Inthe upperrow in FIG. 9, the diplayed area 184a is located
near the right end of the page image 18054, which is an active
image, by a user request for moving a viewpoint. When the
diplayed area 184a is further moved to the right side such that
the diplayed area 184aq is included in the link area 1824
linking to a subsequent page, the link determination unit 122
determines that a corresponding link is valid. A condition
occurring at this time is shown in the lower row in FIG. 9. In
other words, the subsequent page image 180¢ becomes an
active image at the point when the diplayed area 1846 is
encompassed in the link area 18254, which is set for the page
image 1804.

While the active image is switched to the page image 180c¢,
alink area 1864 linking to the previous page image 1805 and
a link area 1865 linking to the subsequent page image 1804,
which are set for the page image 180c¢, become subject to
determination of link validity. Therefore, the previous page
image 1805 becomes an active image when the diplayed area
18454 is encompassed in the link area 186a, and the subse-
quent page image 1804 becomes an active image when the
diplayed area 1845 is encompassed in the link area 1865.

On the other hand, as described above, the link area 1825
set for the image of a link origin of the current active image,
i.e., the page image 1805 in FIG. 9 is also saved in the link
setting memory unit 124, and the invalidity of a link to the
page image 180c¢, which is the current active image, is deter-
mined at the same time in the present embodiment. In other
words, the validity of the link that has been determined to be
valid when the active image was switched from the page
image 1805 to the page image 180c¢ continues to be monitored
even after the switching. When the validity is no longer main-
tained, the link to the page image 180c, which is the current
active image, is invalidated, and the active image is switched
back to the page image 1805 of the link origin.

For example, when the diplayed area 1845 in the lower row
in FIG. 9 moves to the left such that the diplayed area 1845 is
no longer encompassed in the link area 1825 set for the page
image 1805, which was an active image immediately before,
in other words, when even a part of the diplayed arca 1845
moves outside the link area 1824, a link from the page image
18054 to the page image 180c¢ that has been valid is determined
to be invalid. The active image is then switched to the page
image 1804.

As described, by continuing, even after an active image is
switched by a link determined to be valid, to monitor the
validity of the link, a linking process is no longer necessary
when switching the active image back. Since a page image of
a link origin is the previous active image, at least a part of the
linking process can be omitted as described above.

Although a process performed in the device is different, the
operation as it appears in which an active image is switched
by the movement of a viewpoint is not changed regardless of
whether the active image is switched back or switched for-
ward. Thus, the user can switch page images back and forth by
a similar operation. As described, in order to achieve opera-
tion as it appears to be the same and to allow the linking
process to be omitted in the device, the validity of a link set for
a current active image and the invalidity of a link set for the
previous active image are set such that the validity and the
invalidity can be always determined at the same time.

In this case, even when switching an active image back, a
normal linking process will be started if the validity of a link
set for a current active image is determined before the inval-
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idity of a link set for the previous active image. A degree of an
overlap of link areas set for respective page images is devised.
In other words, a link area is set such that, before a diplayed
area is encompassed in a link area set for a current active
image, at least a part of the diplayed area moves outside a link
area set for the previous active image.

An overlap of link areas means an overlap of link areas set
for respective images if an image before switching and an
image after the switching are displayed at the same time and
is determined based on a relative position, with respect to a
diplayed area occurring at the time of switching an active
image by a link, of an image before the switching and a
relative position of an image after the switching.

In an example shown in the lower row in FIG. 9, when the
diplayed arca 18454 is moved to the left even a little, a part of
the left area of the diplayed area 1845 moves outside the link
area 1826 set for the previous active image. However, the
diplayed area 1845 will not be encompassed in the link area
186a set for the current active image until the diplayed area
1845 is further moved. With this, the invalidity of a link of the
link area 1825 is determined before the validity of alink of the
link area 1864, and the active image can be switched back to
the page image 1804, which is a link origin, without perform-
ing the linking process.

In order to achieve such a mode, an area in which the link
area 1825 linking to the current active image from the previ-
ous active image overlaps with the link area 1864 linking to
the previous active image from the current active image needs
to have a size that does not allow the diplayed area to be
encompassed. As shown in this example, when a virtual array
of images is set to be one dimensional in the horizontal
direction, a width x of an overlapped area in the horizontal
direction needs to be set to be always smaller than a width w
of'the diplayed area 1845. For example, when an upper limit
is provided to a magnification ratio for image display, since
the width of a diplayed area at that time is a minimum value
W .. X 18 determined so that x is less than w,,,;,,.

On the other hand, when the diplayed area 1845 is moved
to the right such that the subsequent page image 1804
becomes an active image, it is necessary to determine that a
link to the subsequent page image is valid before determining
that alink to the current active image is invalid. In the example
shown in the lower row in FIG. 9, when the diplayed area
18454 is moved to the right, the diplayed area 1845 is encom-
passed, before a part of the diplayed area 1845 moves outside
the link area 1825 set for the previous active image, in the link
area 1865 linking to the subsequent page image 1804 set for
the current active image. With this, the validity of the link area
1864 is determined before the invalidity of the link area 1825,
and the active image can be switched to the subsequent page
image 1804d.

In order to achieve such a mode, an area in which the link
area 1825 linking to the current active image from the previ-
ous active image overlaps with the link area 1865, among two
link areas set for the current active image, linking to a page
image that is not the previous active image needs to have a
size that allows the diplayed area to be encompassed. In the
case of this example, a width y of an overlapped area in the
horizontal direction needs to be set to be always greater than
or equal to a width w of the diplayed area 1845. For example,
when a lower limit is provided to a magnification ratio for
image display, since the width of a diplayed area at that time
is a maximum value w,__, v is determined so that y is greater
than or equal to w,,, .-

The embodiment described above is the example where, in
the middle of sequentially switching an active image by mov-
ing the viewpoint in the rightward direction with respect to a
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page image sequence, the viewpoint is moved back to the
leftward direction or is further moved in the rightward direc-
tion. The same applies to the case where the direction is
reversed. FIG. 10 is a diagram in which a rule for an overlap
width of link areas that is set, in order to allow for a linking
process and a switching-back process, is generalized regard-
less of the direction of viewpoint movement.

Inthe figure, respective rows show link areas set for respec-
tive page images of pages n, (n+l), (n+2), and (n+3) by
rectangles when n is set to be a natural number. Just like FI1G.
9, the figure shows a case where a movement of a diplayed
area is one dimensional, occurring only in the horizontal
direction. To facilitate understanding, the height of a link area
is not taken into consideration. An indication shown in each
rectangle representing a link area shows the page number of a
link origin and the page number of a link destination that are
set for a corresponding link. For example, among link areas
190a and 1905 set for a page image of the n page, the left link
area 190q represents an area for link to page (n-1) from page
n, and the right link area 1905 represents an area for link to
page (n+1) from page n. The same applies to other link areas.

It is assumed that page (n+1) represents an active image
and that a diplayed area 192 is located in the middle of two
link areas 1944 and 19454 that are set for the page image. The
contents of page (n+1) are mainly displayed at this time.
There is a possibility that such a situation occurs by a link
from page n or a link from page (n+2) when excepting a case
of a link from an upper layer such as a contents image.

If page (n+1) becomes the active image by the link from
page n, the link areas 190a and 1905 set for page n are subject
to determination of link invalidity, and the link areas 194a and
1945 set for page (n+1) are subject to determination of link
validity. When further forwarding a page to be displayed to
page (n+2), a diplayed area 192 is moved to the right. Then,
since an overlap width y1 ofthe link area 1945 linking to page
(n+2) from page (n+1) and the link area 1905 linking to page
(n+1) from page n is greater than or equal to a width w of the
diplayed area, a link to page (n+2) from page (n+1) is deter-
mined to be valid first, and page (n+2) becomes an active
image by a linking process.

In contrast, when returning the page to be switched back to
page n, the diplayed area 192 is moved to the left. Then, since
anoverlap width x of the link area 194a linking to page n from
page (n+1) and the link area 1905 linking to page (n+1) from
page n is less than the width w of the diplayed area, a link to
page (n+1) from page n is determined to be invalid first, and
the n page becomes an active image by a switching-back
process.

On the other hand, if page (n+1) becomes an active image
by the link from page (n+2), the link areas 1964 and 1965 set
for page (n+2) are subject to determination of link invalidity,
and the link areas 194a and 19456 set for page (n+1) are subject
to determination of link validity.

When further forwarding the page to be displayed to page
n, the diplayed area 192 is moved to the left. Then, since an
overlap width y2 of the link area 1944 linking to page n from
page (n+1) and the link area 1964 linking to page (n+1) from
page (n+2) is greater than or equal to the width w of the
diplayed area, a link to page n from page (n+1) is determined
to be valid first, and page n becomes an active image by a
linking process.

In contrast, when returning the page to be switched back to
page (n+2), the diplayed area 192 is moved to the right. Then,
since an overlap width x of the link area 1964 linking to page
(n+1) from page (n+2) and the link area 1945 linking to page
(n+2) from page (n+1) is less than the width w of the diplayed
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area, a link to page (n+1) from page (n+2) is determined to be
invalid first, and page (n+2) becomes an active image by a
switching-back process.

As described, by setting a link area for each page image in
accordance with a rule where the width of an overlap of a link
area set for a given page image to link to the subsequent page
image and a link area set for the subsequent page image to link
to the previous page image is made to be less than the width
of'a diplayed area, and where the width of an overlap of a link
area set for the given page image to link to the subsequent
page image and a link area set for the subsequent page image
to link to a further subsequent page image is made to be
greater than or equal to the width of the diplayed area, deter-
mination can be performed using the same process when
displaying an image of a link destination and when switching
back to an image of a link origin regardless of the direction,
and the processing load can be reduced compared to a case
where all images are switched by a linking process.

A detailed description will now be made of the operation of
the image processing device 10 that are realized by the con-
figurations described thus far. FIG. 11 is a flowchart illustrat-
ing a processing procedure for displaying an image for which
a link is set, which is performed by the image processing
device 10. A flowchart shown in FIG. 11 displays the process-
ing procedure of components by a combination of a letter “S”
(the initial of the word “Step”), which represents a step, and a
number. When some sort of a determination process is per-
formed by a process displayed by the combination of a letter
“S” and a number, the processing sequence is displayed while
adding a letter “Y” (the initial of the word “Yes”) when the
determination result is positive (e.g., Y in S10) and is dis-
played while adding a letter “N” (the initial of the word “No”)
when the determination result is negative (e.g., N in S10).

The flowchart shown in FIG. 11 begins when the user
enters an instruction that indicates to start displaying an
image via the input device 20. The user first instructs to start
displaying an image by, e.g., specifying a file name of content
(S30). In accordance with this, the loading unit 108, the
decodingunit 112, the display image processing unit 114, and
the like display an initial image after loading, decoding, and
rendering the data of'the initial image in corporation with one
another (S32).

The image processing device 10 stays on stand-by until the
user enters a request for moving a viewpoint by operating the
input device 20 (N in S34). When a request for moving a
viewpoint is entered (Y in S34), the link processing unit 116
keeps monitoring whether or not a diplayed area is encom-
passed in a link area that is set for an active image (S36). The
active image is the initial image at this point. When the
diplayed area is encompassed in the link area, the link pro-
cessing unit 116 determines that the link is valid (Y in S36).
And then, by acquiring identification information of an image
of'a link destination that is mapped to the link area, the image
of the link destination is displayed after loading, decoding,
and rendering processes (S44). The image displayed at this
time becomes a new active image.

When the diplayed area is not encompassed in the link area
(N in S36), the initial image is continued to be displayed
while the diplayed area is moved within the initial image as an
active image, according to the movement of the viewpoint (N
in S38, S42). During a period when no instruction for termi-
nating the display of'the image is entered by the user, a request
for moving the viewpoint is received (N in S46, S34). If the
image of'the link destination is displayed in S44, the image of
the link destination is set to be an active image, and determi-
nation is made for a link set for the image.
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Since an “image of a link origin” is generated at this point,
the link processing unit 116 hereinafter monitors whether or
not the diplayed area has moved outside of a link area that is
set for the image of the link origin (S38). If even a part of the
diplayed area moves outside of the link area, the link process-
ing unit 116 determines that a corresponding link is invalid (Y
in S38). And then, the display is switched back to the image of
the link origin (S40). Hereinafter, determinations in S36 and
S38 are conducted while an image to be displayed is set as an
active image, and a display process is branched into any one
of'the steps S40, S42, and S44, until an instruction for termi-
nating the display of the image is entered by the user. The
display of the image is ended when an instruction for termi-
nating the display is entered (Y in S46).

A description will now be given of an image processing
device for creating content for realizing image display meth-
ods described thus far. The image processing device used in
this case can be also used in the same environment as that of
the image processing system 1 shown in FIG. 1, and the
structure thereof is the same as that of the image processing
device 10 shown in FIG. 3. A description will be given here-
inafter regarding a control unit 100 of an image processing
device 10 that has only these functions. Alternatively, the
control unit 100 may be also provided with the functions of
the control unit 1004 shown in FIG. 7 at the same time.

FIG. 12 is illustrating a detailed configuration of a control
unit of an image processing device 10 having a function of
creating content that displays an image for which a link is set.
A control unit 1005 comprises an input information acquisi-
tion unit 210 for acquiring information entered by the user via
the input device 20, a display image processing unit 212 for
generating an image to be displayed for the user to specify
information necessary for creating content, an image data
generation unit 214 for generating a plurality of items of
image data from an original electronic file subject to process-
ing, a link adjustment unit 216 for adjusting a link area set by
the user, and a content file output unit 218 for mapping image
data to a link setting file and for outputting the image data and
the link setting file as a content file.

The input information acquisition unit 210 acquires infor-
mation entered via the input device 20 by the user such as a
specification of a file name of a content file to be processed
such as an electronic file of a book, etc., an indication for
starting content generation, and the like. The input informa-
tion acquisition unit 210 further acquires information neces-
sary for creating content such as link settings, and the like that
are entered by the user while viewing an input image dis-
played on the display device 12 by the display image process-
ing unit 212 and the display processing unit 44.

The display image processing unit 212 performs a process
for displaying an image of an original content file, an image
generated in the middle of a process, or the like on the display
device 12. A commonly-used technique can be used for the
display of vector data of an electronic file of a book, etc., ora
raster data image generated by converting the vector data. The
display image processing unit 212 further allows the user to
specify an image range by, e.g., displaying rectangles on each
image. Further, the display image processing unit 212 may
display a menu screen, a selection screen, a numerical value
input screen, and the like. Such an image is displayed on the
display device 12 by being rendered in the frame memory of
the display processing unit 44.

The image data generation unit 214 reads out a specified
content file of a book or the like from the hard disk drive 50.
If an original image is composed of vector data, the original
image is converted into raster data. In accordance with the
specification of a range from the user, the individual image
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data is generated for each of a cover image, a contents image,
respective page images included in text images and the like.
Alternatively, the image data generation unit 214 may receive
a division rule such as per-page division and generate the
individual image data for each of those divided units in accor-
dance with the division rule. Further, the image data genera-
tion unit 214 may generate hierarchical data by reducing the
generated image data in a plurality of stages.

The link adjustment unit 216 sets a range specified by the
user in each image generated by the image data generation
unit 214 to be a link area and generates, for each item of data
of'each image, a link setting file mapping identification infor-
mation of a link destination image specified in association
with the link area to the information regarding the link area.
As in the case of the text images 164 shown in FIG. 5, for
displaying as a virtual array a plurality of images having
information without hierarchy, an overlap width of a link area
is adjusted in accordance with a rule such as the one explained
inreferenceto FIG. 10 at this time. Alternatively, the user may
specify a range of text images, and the link adjustment unit
216 itself may generate link areas and make an adjustment.

The content file output unit 218 puts together data mapping
a link setting file generated by the link adjustment unit 216 to
each item of image data generated by the image data genera-
tion unit 214 and stores the data as a content file in the hard
disk drive 50. By such a configuration, a content file involving
a switching of images such as the one described thus far can
be easily generated in light of a demand of the user.

According to the present embodiment described thus far,
content such as an electronic file of a book that is desired to be
displayed is divided into a plurality of images for display. In
this case, an association among images that shows a hierar-
chical structure or order of information in original content is
expressed by a linking function. By dividing content based on
subjects, pages, etc., loading and decoding of image data can
be performed in units of the same size regardless of the size of
the content. With this, content of a large data size can be easily
displayed even in an image processing device or the like that
displays still images.

Also, by dividing content into separate images, it is not
necessary to recreate all data in order to replace or revise a
part of the content, and time and effort required for an editing
process can thus be reduced. Further, the properties of an
image can be adjusted according to the contents such as
changing a resolution for each page. For example, by setting
only a given page to have hierarchical data, a variable range of
a resolution can be locally changed.

Further, regarding images such as page images that have
information without a hierarchical structure and whose per-
mutation is defined, by setting a link area such that the link
area overlaps the outer side of an image, a production effect
can be realized that looks as if there exists a subsequent image
in the direction thereof. In such images, it is highly likely that
images will be switched back and forth just like turning pages
back and forth. At this time, a link area of each image is
adjusted and set such that an overlap of link areas set for
images adjacent to each other in a virtual image sequence
follows a predetermined rule.

By continuing to monitor the validity of a link to an image
that is currently subject to display, a time is acquired at which
the link, which is valid at this point, becomes invalid. By such
a configuration, a process can be performed while a distin-
guishing switching-back process of switching back to a pre-
vious display target from normal linking even if the user does
not change an operation method. In comparison to a linking
process, a load is lighter in a switching-back process of
switching back to a previous display target, and, for example,
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an immediately previous image can be instantly displayed by
keeping the data of the last image stored in a buffer memory
or the like. Thus, a switching speed can be improved. Differ-
entiation of such processes can be easily realized only by
setting a link area and extending timing for link determina-
tion.

Also, by recording only a switching of an image by the
linking process as a display history, a history of'a switching of
an image by the switching-back process such as turning the
same pages back and forth is excluded from being recoded.
Therefore, when an undo process is performed based on the
display history, a path for the switching of the image, which is
meaningful as a history, can be traced back. Also, depending
on the capacity of a memory area for storing a history, a
possibility for losing a necessary history becomes low.

Described above is an explanation of the present invention
based on the embodiment. The embodiment is intended to be
illustrative only, and it will be obvious to those skilled in the
art that various modifications to constituting elements and
processes could be developed and that such modifications are
also within the scope of the present invention.

For example, a case where images are virtually arranged in
a one-dimensional space in the horizontal direction is mainly
described in the present embodiment. Alternatively, images
can be arranged in a two-dimensional space by providing link
areas on the top and bottom of each image. In this case, by
applying, in two directions, a rule described in the present
embodiment that is related to an overlap width of links that are
set for images adjacent to each other, a linking process and a
switching-back process can be separated inside the device,
and the efficiency of a display process can be increased.

In the present embodiment, the switching-back process of
switching back a display image is performed by determining
the invalidity of a link set for an image that was an active
image just before. Alternatively, a link set for an image that
was an active image two or more active images before may be
further stored. In this case, after a process of switching back
to the previous image, for example, a process of switching
further back to the more previous image can be possible.

What is claimed is:

1. An image processing device to display an image with
moving a displayed area in the image according to user opera-
tion, comprising:

a content memory unit configured to store data of a plural-
ity of images to be displayed and a link setting file that is
respectively set for each image to achieve a link function
of switching display of a single image being displayed to
another image when an inclusion relationship between
the displayed area and a specific link area satisfies a
predetermined requirement, the link setting file describ-
ing information regarding the link area and identifica-
tion information of a link destination image;

a link processing unit configured to determine whether an
inclusion relationship with a link area set for a current
image being displayed satisfies the predetermined
requirement by a movement of the displayed area in the
current image; and

a display image processing unit configured to switch an
image to be displayed to the link destination image by
performing a rendering process of rendering image data
of the link destination image based on the identification
information of the link destination image when it is
determined by the link processing unit that the predeter-
mined requirement has been satisfied,

wherein the link processing unit further continues to moni-
tor an inclusion relationship between a link area that is
set for an image displayed before a switching to the
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image being displayed and the displayed area in the
image being displayed to determine whether the inclu-
sion relationship no longer satisfies the predetermined
requirement, and

wherein the display image processing unit further switches
the image to be displayed back to the image displayed
before the switching when the link processing unit deter-
mines that the predetermined requirement is no longer
satisfied.

2. The image processing device according to claim 1,

wherein, in the link setting file, two link areas are set to
include respective areas outside two opposite sides of
four sides of each rectangular image and to link to dif-
ferent destination images, and

wherein the display image processing unit expresses a
virtual array of the plurality of images concatenated by a
link by switching an image to be displayed to a link
destination image when it is determined that the prede-
termined requirement has been satisfied by a movement
of the displayed area toward either one of the two sides
of the image being displayed.

3. The image processing device according to claim 2,

wherein a condition where the displayed area is encom-
passed in the link area is set to be the predetermined
requirement,

wherein link areas of each image are set such that an area in
which a link area that is set to a first image and that links
to a second image and a link area that is set to the second
image and that links to the first image overlap with each
other is set to be a size that does not allow the displayed
area to be encompassed while the first image and the
second image are arranged one after the other in the
virtual sequence, and

wherein the link processing unit determines that an inclu-
sion relationship between the link area linking to the
second image, which is the image being displayed, and
the displayed area no longer satisfies the predetermine
condition before the link processing unit determines that
aninclusionrelationship between the link area linking to
the first image, which is the image displayed before the
switching, and the displayed area satisfies the predeter-
mine condition.

4. The image processing device according to claim 2,

wherein a condition where the displayed area is encom-
passed in the link area is set to be the predetermined
requirement,

wherein link areas of each image are set such that an area in
which a link area that is set to a third image and that links
to a second image and a link area that is set to the second
image and that links to a third image overlap with each
other is set to be a size that allows the displayed area to
be encompassed while the first image, the second image,
and the third image are successively arranged in the
virtual sequence,

wherein the link processing unit determines that an inclu-
sion relationship between the link area linking to the
third image that is set to the second image, which is the
image being displayed, and the displayed area satisfies
the predetermine condition before the link processing
unit determines that an inclusion relationship between
the link area linking to the second image, which is the
image being displayed, and the displayed area no longer
satisfies the predetermine condition.

5. The image processing device according to claim 1,

wherein the link processing unit records identification
information of'a corresponding link destination image as
a display history when the inclusion relationship
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between the link area set for the image being displayed
and the displayed area is determined to satisty the pre-
determined condition, and

wherein the display image processing unit acquires iden-

tification information of the link destination image
recorded in the display history in reverse order from the
order of recording each time a user enters an undo opera-
tion and switches the display image to the link destina-
tion image having the identification information.

6. The image processing device according to claim 2,
wherein the display image processing unit displays the link
destination image when the inclusion relationship is deter-
mined to satisfy the predetermined condition by a movement
of the displayed area and expresses the virtual array by con-
tinuously displaying a part of the image of a link origin
included in a frame.

7. The image processing device according to claim 1,
wherein the data of the plurality of images stored by the
content memory unit includes both data expressing a single
image in a single resolution and data having a hierarchical
structure obtained by hierarchizing data expressing a single
image in a plurality of resolutions.

8. A content creation device comprising:

an image data generation unit configured to generate a

plurality of items of image data;

alink adjustment unit configured to adjust and set a specific

link area for each image to achieve a link function of
switching display of a single image being displayed to
another image, in an image processing device for display
an image with moving a displayed area in the image
according to user operation when the displayed area is
encompassed in the specific link area, such that an area
in which a link area that is set to a first image and that
links to a second image and a link area that is set to the
second image and that links to the first image overlap
with each other is set to be a size that does not allow the
displayed area to be encompassed, while the first image
and the second image are arranged one after the other in
a virtual sequence of images expressed by a link; and
a content file output unit configured to output a content file
that maps the image data to a link setting file in which
information regarding the link area and identification
information of a link destination image are described.

9. The content creation device according to claim 8,
wherein the link adjustment unit adjusts and sets the link area
such that an area in which a link area that is set to a first image
and that links to a second image and a link area that is set to the
second image and that links to a third image overlap with each
other is set to be a size that allows the displayed area to be
encompassed while the first image, the second image, and the
third image are successively arranged in the virtual sequence.

10. An image processing method to display an image with
moving displayed area in the image according to user opera-
tion, comprising:

reading out, from a memory device, a content file that maps

data of a plurality of images to be displayed to a link
setting file that is set for each image to achieve a link
function of switching display of a single image being
displayed to another image when an inclusion relation-
ship between the displayed area and a specific link area
satisfies a predetermined requirement, the link setting
file describing information regarding the link area and
identification information of a link destination image;
switching, when an inclusion relationship with a link area
set for a current image being displayed satisfies the
predetermined requirement by a movement of the dis-
played area in the current image, an image to be dis-
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played to a link destination image by performing a ren-
dering process of rendering image data of the link
destination image based on the identification informa-
tion of the link destination image; and

continuing to monitor an inclusion relationship betweena 3

link area that is set for an image displayed before a
switching to the image being displayed and the dis-
played area in the image being displayed and switching
back to the image displayed before the switching when
the inclusion relationship no longer satisfies the prede-
termined requirement.

11. A computer program product embedded in a non-tran-
sitory computer readable recording medium, comprising:

a module configured to display an image with moving a

displayed area in the image according to user operation;

a module configured to read out, from a memory device, a

content file that maps data of a plurality of images to be
displayed to a link setting file that is set for each image
to achieve a link function of switching display ofa single
image being displayed to another image when an inclu-
sion relationship between the displayed area and a spe-
cific link area satisfies a predetermined requirement, the
link setting file describing information regarding the
link area and identification information of a link desti-
nation image;

amodule configured to switch, when an inclusion relation-

ship with a link area set for a current image being dis-
played satisfies the predetermined requirement by a
movement of the displayed area in the current image, an
image to be displayed to a link destination image by
performing a rendering process of rendering image data
of'the link destination image based on the identification
information of the link destination image; and

a module configured to continue to monitor an inclusion

relationship between a link area that is set for an image
displayed before a switching to the image being dis-
played and the displayed area in the image being dis-
played and switching back to the image displayed before
the switching when the inclusion relationship no longer
satisfies the predetermined requirement.

12. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
having embodied thereon a computer program product com-
prising:

a module configured to display an image with moving a

displayed area in the image according to user operation;

a module configured to read out, from a memory device, a

content file that maps data of a plurality of images to be
displayed to a link setting file that is set for each image
to achieve a link function of switching display ofa single
image being displayed to another image when an inclu-
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sion relationship between the displayed area and a spe-
cific link area satisfies a predetermined requirement, the
link setting file describing information regarding the
link area and identification information of a link desti-
nation image;

a module configured to switch, when an inclusion relation-
ship with a link area set for a current image being dis-
played satisfies the predetermined requirement by a
movement of the displayed area in the current image, an
image to be displayed to a link destination image by
performing a rendering process of rendering image data
of the link destination image based on the identification
information of the link destination image; and

a module configured to continue to monitor an inclusion
relationship between a link area that is set for an image
displayed before a switching to the image being dis-
played and the displayed area in the image being dis-
played and switching back to the image displayed before
the switching when the inclusion relationship no longer
satisfies the predetermined requirement.

13. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium
having embodied thereon a content file processed in an image
processing device to display an image with moving displayed
area in the image according to user operation, wherein the
content file has a data structure mapping the following to each
other:

data of a plurality of images to be displayed; and

a link setting file describing a link area and identification
information of a link destination image,

where the link area is a specific link area set for each image
to achieve a link function of switching display ofa single
image being displayed to another image when a dis-
played area is encompassed in the specific link area; and

wherein the link area is setsuch that an area in which a link
area that is set to a first image and that links to a second
image and a link area that is set to the second image and
that links to the first image overlap with each other is set
to be a size that does not allow the displayed area to be
encompassed, while the first image and the second
image are arranged one after the other in a virtual
sequence of images expressed by a link.

14. The non-transitory computer-readable recording
medium according to claim 13, wherein the link area is set
such that an area in which a link area that is set to third image
and that links to a second image and a link area that is set to the
second image and that links to a third image overlap with each
other is set to be a size that allows the displayed area to be
encompassed while the first image, the second image, and the
third image are successively arranged in the virtual sequence.
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